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The DadStill Survival Guide

How to Show Up When You’ve Fucked Everything Up

You’re still a dad.

That’s the whole fucking point.

 dad. Not a bad dad. Not a “present” or “absent” dad. Not a rich dad, not a dad with full custody, not even a

dad who knows what grade his kid is in.

Not a good

Just a dad.

And if you’re reading this, then some part of you — the part you’ve probably been running from — knows it’s time to do

something about that.

Not fix everything.

Not buy your way back into their lives.

Not send a Hail Mary apology that expects forgiveness like a receipt.

Just show the fuck up.

You want rules? I don’t have rules.

You want a timeline? There isn’t one.

You want to know if it’s too late? If you’re breathing, it’s not.
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This book — or blog, or whatever the hell we’re calling it now — isn’t a guide for dads who are winning. It’s not for PTA

dads, or Instagram Reel dads, or the guy with a Father’s Day brunch reservation. This is for the ones in the aftermath.

For the dad who blew it.

Who yelled.

Who left.

Who was shut out.

Who drank through it.

Who went quiet.

Who was dragged by the court, by the ex, by himself.

This is for you.

And this isn’t some soft-landing redemption arc either. This is the gritty, back-against-the-wall, fuck-everything-I’m-

not-done-yet survival guide. Because you’re not done.

You’re still here.
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And that should be enough to make you sit up and take this seriously. Because being a dad isn’t something you get to

retire from. It isn’t a season. It isn’t a phase. It’s a blood oath you made the second that kid took their first breath. And

even if you didn’t know how to handle it then — even if you got swallowed by fear, by ego, by your own broken wiring

— you’re still their dad.

You think you're the only one who’s messed it up? Please. There are millions of us. Dads who disappeared, ghosted

their own kids, blamed everyone else while secretly drowning in our own shit. You think court papers make you less of a

dad? You think missed birthdays, ignored calls, or unreturned texts erase your DNA? Get real. That’s shame talking.

That’s guilt trying to play god.

If you’re reading this, that means you're still in it. You're not out. You're not gone. You're just... off course. Maybe far off.

Maybe a dot in the rearview mirror of your kid’s life. But dots can still move. Dots can still come home.

Let’s be clear about something: this isn’t some soft-hearted “redemption arc” built for Hallmark dads. You won’t find

five easy steps to forgiveness here. There’s no “10 texts that rebuild trust.” That shit doesn’t exist. Real life is bloodier

than that. Messier. And a hell of a lot more honest.

This guide is written from the trenches — not from the mountaintop. It’s for the dad sitting in a parked car outside his

ex’s apartment because he doesn’t know if knocking will make things better or worse. It’s for the guy who stares at his

kid’s Instagram profile and wonders if they still have his last name in their bio. It’s for the man who drank through the

weekend his daughter graduated and told himself she probably didn’t want him there anyway.
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This is for you.

And here’s the truth that no one says out loud: You don’t earn your way back with gifts. You don’t climb back into their

lives through money or grand gestures or begging. You don’t force forgiveness. You just fucking show up.

Even if it’s quiet. Even if it’s awkward. Even if it’s not welcomed right away.

Because what you’re doing here — right now — is finally deciding that running isn’t working. That hiding hasn’t healed

shit. That guilt doesn’t actually protect your kids. That distance isn’t noble. That silence isn’t strength.

You’re here because you’re ready to stop pretending it’s too late. Because deep down, some buried part of you — the

part that still remembers what their hair smelled like after a bath, or how their little hands reached up to hold yours —

knows you were meant for more than absence.

This guide isn’t going to fix your situation. But it will do something better: it’ll give you a map. A way forward. A voice

in your corner that doesn’t coddle you or crucify you — just tells you to get the fuck back in the game.

So here’s the truth bomb you won’t hear in co-parenting classes: You don’t have to be the dad you used to be. You

don’t even have to be the dad you think they need. You just have to be there.

There — consistently. Quietly. Unshakably. No matter how hard it gets.

This isn’t about grand returns. This is about small moments done right. This is about the letter you write that doesn’t

get a reply. The birthday card you send even if you don’t get one back. The seat you take in the back row of the school

event even if no one knows you're there.
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It’s about building again — not because it’s easy, but because you owe it to yourself and to them to try.

And I don’t care what anyone’s told you — you’re not disqualified.

Yeah, you fucked up. We all did. But the difference between you and the dads who disappear for good is that you’re still

here.

Reading this.

Thinking about them.

Trying to find a way forward.

So fuck the shame. Fuck the script you think you have to follow. Fuck the timelines. Fuck the doubts in your head that

whisper, “They don’t want you back.”

You’re not done.

You’re just getting started.

You’re still their dad.

And that’s the beginning of everything.

The DadStill Survival Guide

How to Show Up When You’ve Fucked Everything Up

You’re still a dad.
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This guide is written from the trenches — not from the mountaintop. It’s for the dad sitting in a parked car outside his

ex’s apartment because he doesn’t know if knocking will make things better or worse. It’s for the guy who stares at his

kid’s Instagram profile and wonders if they still have his last name in their bio. It’s for the man who drank through the

weekend his daughter graduated and told himself she probably didn’t want him there anyway.

This is for you.

And here’s something nobody told you when you signed the divorce papers — you didn’t just divorce your past. You

divorced your future. You carved a crack through the years that hadn’t happened yet. You walked away from first

dances, graduation speeches, birthday candles you weren’t there to blow out. You signed off on a version of your

future you thought was someone else’s problem — but that future belonged to your kid. And now you’re here trying to

reclaim it one jagged piece at a time.

And here’s the truth that no one says out loud: You don’t earn your way back with gifts. You don’t climb back into their

lives through money or grand gestures or begging. You don’t force forgiveness. You just fucking show up.

Even if it’s quiet. Even if it’s awkward. Even if it’s not welcomed right away.

Because what you’re doing here — right now — is finally deciding that running isn’t working. That hiding hasn’t healed

shit. That guilt doesn’t actually protect your kids. That distance isn’t noble. That silence isn’t strength.

You’re here because you’re ready to stop pretending it’s too late. Because deep down, some buried part of you — the

part that still remembers what their hair smelled like after a bath, or how their little hands reached up to hold yours —

knows you were meant for more than absence.
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So fuck the shame. Fuck the script you think you have to follow. Fuck the timelines. Fuck the doubts in your head that

whisper, “They don’t want you back.”

You’re not done.

You’re just getting started.

You’re still their dad.

And that’s the beginning of everything.

CHAPTER ONE: SIT IN THE SHIT

You want to move forward? Then stop moving for a second.

Stop trying to write the apology. Stop trying to figure out the perfect first message. Stop thinking about holidays and

birthdays and shared custody and court paperwork. Stop trying to solve the future before you've admitted what the

present even feels like.

Just sit. Sit in the wreckage. Sit in the echo. Sit in the version of yourself you’ve been trying to outrun.

This is not where you fix anything. This is not the start of redemption. This is the funeral for the bullshit. The stories

you told yourself. The blame you shoved onto her. The idea that if just one thing had gone differently, you would’ve

been a better man. That fantasy dies here. Because the truth is simpler and sharper than all that:

You bailed.
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And maybe it wasn’t sudden. Maybe it was a slow fade — one missed call, one ignored email, one broken promise at a

time. But it added up. And the balance you left behind is now the debt you owe. To them. And to yourself.

You know that moment when your kid stopped looking for you? That should haunt you. Not because they gave up on

you, but because you taught them how to.

Let that sink in.

This chapter is the part where you take that haunting and drag it out into the light. You don’t tuck it away under “life

got complicated.” You don’t soothe yourself with stories about how she wouldn’t let you be involved. You don’t default

to excuses. You name what you did. And what you didn’t do. With no soft edges.

You left.

You broke something.

You didn’t come back.

Say it. Out loud.

“I left. I broke it. I didn’t come back.”

Feels like shit, doesn’t it?

Good. Sit in that.

Feel the weight of birthdays missed. Of school plays where your chair was empty. Of report cards mailed to someone

else. Of drawings that got thrown away because they didn’t know if you'd see them again. Feel what it means that they

stopped saying your name around their friends. That your name got replaced with silence.
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You don’t get to fast-forward this part. No box, no note, no well-crafted comeback plan lets you skip this.

This is where most men quit. They hit this wall of pain and say, “It’s too late.” They use that as the excuse to disappear

again. But that excuse is just comfort. It's a coward’s comfort. One that lets you avoid the heat of the fire you started.

You’re not here for comfort anymore. You’re here for truth.

So go deeper.

Sit in the moment where you knew you disappointed them. Remember the sound of their voice cracking. Or the look

they gave you when you were supposed to show up and didn’t. Or worse — when they stopped reacting altogether.

When your absence became expected.

You want to move forward? Good.

Then stay in this moment.

Don’t write the text.

Don’t draft the letter.

Don’t ask for forgiveness yet.

Don’t even plan the comeback.

Right now — you hurt. And you should.

Because for the first time in a long time, you’re feeling the full weight of what being a dad actually means.
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You don’t get to be numb anymore.

This is grief.

This is shame.

This is what being accountable feels like.

So sit in it until you can breathe in it.

Because you can’t build anything worth a damn if you don’t know what you destroyed.

And when you’re ready to stop avoiding the mirror and actually look into it — we’ll move to Chapter Two.

But not before.

Not until you’ve sat in the shit long enough to know what it smells like.

You don’t get to fake this part.

You don’t get to perform.

You sit.

Then we’ll stand.
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CHAPTER TWO: STOP BUILDING A DEFENSE

You’re not on trial.

But you act like you are — every time you open your mouth to explain why you weren’t there, why it wasn’t your fault,

why you did the best you could. Every time you build your argument. Every time you reach for a justification instead of

just saying, “Yeah. I blew it.”

You’re not here to convince anyone. You’re not here to be understood. You’re here to change. And that starts by

dismantling the fortress you’ve built out of blame, silence, and half-truths.

She took them away.

The system was rigged. I didn’t have the money.

Maybe all of that’s true. Maybe some of it is. But none of it matters right now.

Because here’s what your kid knows:

You weren’t there. Full stop.

That’s their truth. Not yours. The moment you try to overwrite it with your narrative — you lose. You make it about you

again. And that’s the exact disease you’re here to cure.

I thought they didn’t want to see me.

I thought it would hurt them more if I kept showing up.
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This isn’t a courtroom. You don’t need a defense.

You need a demolition crew.

Start tearing it down. All of it. Every sentence that starts with “I just…” or “You have to understand…” — torch it. Every

email you never sent because you couldn’t find the words. Every reply you rehearsed but never made. Every secret list

in your head of reasons why it all went the way it did. Burn it.

Because when you defend yourself, you disconnect from the very people you’re trying to reach.

Your job now isn’t to be right. It’s to be real.

And real means silence, sometimes. It means taking the hit and not punching back. It means listening when it hurts. It

means getting called out and nodding,  Even if your side of the story would “make more sense.”“Yeah. I did that.”

Your kid doesn’t want your logic.They want to know if you feel it.They want to know if you own it.

And until you stop trying to defend your dignity, you will never recover your presence.

You want their trust?Then let your ego die first.

No counterarguments.No comparisons.No “but look what I’ve done since.”

They don’t want the new you yet. They want to know if the old you is finally dead.

And that’s what you have to kill — the need to be right, the instinct to explain. Because explanations are barriers.

They’re shields. And shields don’t let love through.
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Sit with that: every time you’ve tried to explain yourself to your kid, you’ve been protecting  Not them.you.

You were defending your identity while they were wondering where their father went. You were preparing statements

while they were processing silence.

You weren’t on trial — you just couldn’t stand the idea of not being understood.

But here’s the gut-punch you need to hear:You don’t deserve to be understood yet.

Not until you’ve proven you can handle being misunderstood without walking away again. Not until you can take the

punches — real or imagined — and keep standing there.

You say you want to rebuild. Great. Then stand in the fire long enough to prove it.

Let them say it wrong. Let them shout things that aren’t fair. Let them tell the story the way  experienced it.they

Your job isn’t to revise it. Your job is to hear it.Fully. Without defense. Without editing.

Because in that story — their story — you’re the villain. And you can’t become anything else until you accept that’s how

they see you. No shortcuts. No PR campaign. Just accountability that  and humbles and eventually rebuilds.hurts

And when they ask why you’re doing it now — why you didn’t before — your answer is simple:

“Because I couldn’t face it until now. But I’m not going anywhere again.”

So this chapter’s not about repair.It’s about surrender.It’s about silence.It’s about the death of your personal myth.

You were not the hero.You were not the victim.You were not misunderstood.You were absent.
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Own it.

Tear down the courtroom.Let go of your case.And get ready to show up empty-handed.

Because that’s where this story starts to change.



DadStill - Accountability

Page 15

www.dadstill.com

CHAPTER THREE: DO ONE FUCKING THING 

Let me guess — your brain’s already playing chess. You’re six moves ahead, engineering your grand comeback like it’s a

Super Bowl ad campaign. You're in the shower drafting the perfect apology. You're texting and deleting. You’re

imagining the dramatic reunion, the tearful embrace, the you-get-it-now moment that fixes a decade in sixty seconds.

Cut the shit.

You're not writing a screenplay. You're a dad trying to claw your way back from the wreckage. And right now, you're

wasting time scripting fantasy scenes instead of taking the first goddamn step.

So here's the move: do one fucking thing.

Not fifteen.

Not a master plan.

One.

Not a gesture that proves how evolved you are.

Not a five-page letter that begs for validation.

Not a monologue.

One. Fucking. Thing.

Send a card.

Not a novel. Just a sentence:

“I thought of you today. That still matters to me.”
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That’s it. You don’t sign it with a broken heart emoji. You don’t follow it with a “let me explain.” You don’t attach a gift

card to buy love back. You just write it. And send it. And walk the fuck away from the mailbox without looking back.

Or maybe it’s a package.

One object that meant something between you two. A toy. A photo. A book you used to read them. Not something you

bought off Amazon today to feel better. Something from the time before you left.

Or maybe it’s a voicemail.

No script. No “Hey buddy, it’s dad, just wanted to see if maybe...”

Just:

“You don’t have to call me back. I just wanted you to know I still care.”

That’s what this chapter is about.

Not repair.

Not forgiveness.

Action.

Because here’s the truth: You’ve talked a lot of shit. To yourself. To others. Maybe even to your kid if you’ve been in

touch.

You’ve said you’re working on it. That you’ll get there. That you’re gonna do better.

Now? Shut up.
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Do one fucking thing.

And then?

Don’t brag about it.

Don’t screenshot it.

Don’t spiral when the silence comes.

Because silence is part of the price.

That card might hit the trash.

That box might stay unopened.

That text might never get a reply.

You do it anyway.

Why?

Because this isn’t about what you get. It’s about who you’re becoming.

You’re not doing this for closure. You’re doing this to build a version of yourself your kid can eventually recognize again.

Someone who shows up. Someone who doesn’t fold in the face of silence. Someone who acts even when the ground

doesn’t shake with response.

You want to be the kind of dad who earns trust again?

Then you act like it’s possible, even when it doesn’t feel like it is.
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One thing.

That’s the price of re-entry.

You can think of the big picture. Sure. But not right now. Right now, you need to prove — to them and to yourself —

that you can follow through without feedback. That you can give without needing applause. That you can take a small

step in the right direction and not sabotage it because it wasn’t received the way you hoped.

You think you’re building a bridge?

You’re not even at the fucking river yet.

You’re still in the woods, hacking through overgrowth with a pocket knife, hoping someday your kid stands on the other

side. Don’t talk about the bridge until you’ve walked the path.

So what’s your thing?

A letter?

A memory?

A one-line email?

Pick it.

Do it.

Now.

Don’t bookmark this chapter. Don’t journal about it. Don’t turn it into a podcast episode about “fatherhood redemption

arcs.”
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Do it.

Then sit down. Shut up. And let the action echo.

You want to know what changes a story?

Not a speech.

A pattern.

One thing.

Then another.

Then another.

A slow drip.

Boring.

Relentless.

Unseen.

Unthanked.

And yet?

That’s how trust is rebuilt.

That’s how time starts to bend.

That’s how the hole in the relationship starts to close, grain by grain.
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You’ll want to rush.

You’ll want to follow up.

You’ll want to throw the whole comeback plan in their lap and say, “See? I’m ready now.”

Don’t.

Let your action speak. Let your silence back it up. Let your consistency do what no explanation ever could.

And if it hurts?

Good.

That means it matters.

So — again — pick one thing.

Just one.

Do it without telling the world. Do it without expecting a gold star.

Do one fucking thing.

Then you’ve earned the right to read Chapter Four.
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Maybe you are. Maybe, in their eyes, you’ve earned every cold stare, every ignored message, every blocked call.

Show up anyway.

Not in a blaze of glory. Not with a boombox over your head and a ten-point plan for redemption. Not with expectations

or entitlements or receipts. Just you. Present. Simple. Steady.

Because the greatest threat to your comeback isn’t your past. It’s your instinct to run when it gets quiet.

You send the card. No reply.

You show up to the game. They don’t wave.

You write the letter. It gets no response.

And that silence? That indifference?

It kills you. It makes you want to crawl back into the hole and call this whole thing a waste of time.

Don’t.

This is the moment where everything hangs in the balance — not the one where they forgive you, but the one where

you prove you meant it.

CHAPTER FOUR: SHOW UP ANYWAY

You’re tired. You’re scared. You’ve convinced yourself this whole thing might be pointless. That the damage is

permanent. That your kid’s already rewritten the story of you — and you're the villain.
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Because anyone can show up once.

Real dads?

They show up again.

And again.

And again.

Even when they’re ignored.

Even when it hurts.

Even when the silence screams louder than any words.

Consistency is the only apology your kid believes.

You don’t need a script.

You don’t need permission.

You don’t need their acceptance to act like their father.

You just have to show the fuck up — without flinching.

You show up when it’s raining.

You show up when it’s uncomfortable.

You show up when you’re the last person they want to see.

You keep showing up until they stop wondering if you will.

And that doesn’t mean hovering. That doesn’t mean pushing your way back in. That doesn’t mean smothering them

with apologies or updates or check-ins.
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It means presence. Quiet. Steady. Respectful. Relentless.

Buy the extra ticket even if you’re not sure they’ll come.

Leave the door open even if they haven’t walked through it yet.

Send the card next month, just like you did last month.

Because what you’re building isn’t a reunion — it’s a rhythm.

And rhythm takes time.

It’ll feel hollow.

It’ll feel like failure.

It’ll feel like screaming into a canyon.

But that’s how foundations are built.

One silent fucking stone at a time.

You think they don’t see you?

They do.

You think it doesn’t matter?

It does.

You think this chapter is for nothing?

It isn’t.

Show up anyway.
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Because when the moment finally comes — and it might — when they look up and ask,

“Why didn’t you quit on me?”

You’ll have the only answer that matters:

“Because I’m your dad. And I don’t quit anymore.”

CHAPTER FIVE: REJECTION ISN’T YOUR STOP SIGN

“You broke down? Good. That means you still give a fuck.”

They called it emotional instability.

What they meant was: you cried.

In court.

In front of your ex.

In front of the judge.

In front of lawyers who’d never even seen your face before that day.

You showed up to fight for your kids, and when the weight of it all cracked your voice, when your hands shook, when

the tears came uninvited and unstoppable — they didn’t see love.

They saw weakness.
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They saw instability.

They saw a reason to call you unsafe, unfit, too emotional.

As if showing emotion when you're watching your children slip out of reach is some kind of defect.

Let’s get one thing straight right now:

You didn’t break down. You broke open.

That wasn’t weakness.

That wasn’t instability.

That was the sound a man makes when he finally realizes the system wasn’t built to hold his grief.

They want you flat.

They want you calm.

They want you robotic.

They want you to look like a spreadsheet with a heartbeat.

Because the second you show the real thing — the real cost of being cut off from your own children — they get

uncomfortable.

And that discomfort? They weaponize it.

“She’s calm, Your Honor.”

“He’s not.”

“She’s composed.”

“He’s clearly overwhelmed.”
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You ever hear someone say that about a mother sobbing in court?

You ever see a woman cry over her kids and get labeled dangerous for it?

Exactly.

So let’s stop pretending.

This isn’t about emotional instability.

This is about the fear they feel when a man finally stops performing and starts bleeding.

You want to know what’s actually unstable?

Silence.

Denial.

Smiling like a Stepford dad while your life is on fire.

That’s unstable.

That’s a man who’s either lying to the court — or to himself.

But you?

You cried.

You felt it.

You showed the hell up anyway.

And then they used that against you.
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They turned your breakdown into a footnote.

They filed it under “volatile.”

They held it up as evidence that you shouldn’t be trusted alone with your own kids.

But here's what they don’t understand:

Rejection doesn’t end you. It reveals you.

When the court calls you unstable for feeling,

when your kid doesn’t answer your messages,

when your ex twists the knife with a casual, “He just lost it in court…”

you have two choices:

1. Shrink.

Swallow the story they’ve written about you.

Disappear so you don’t get hurt again.

Let them win.

2. Stand anyway.

Wipe your face.

Square your shoulders.

And keep walking through the wreckage.
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Because rejection isn’t your stop sign.

It’s your toll booth.

It’s the price of showing up late and trying to do right.

It’s what you pay when you're rebuilding trust that you burned down.

Let’s talk about your kid now.

Because while you're over here being told you’re too emotional, they’re out there wondering if you're still going to show

up.

They don’t know what was said in court.

They don’t see the transcript.

They don’t hear the word “unstable” echo off the walls.

They just see you —

Present or gone.

Trying or not trying.

And if they do hear that word?

If someone tells them, “He’s not well” or “He can’t be trusted”?

Then you sure as hell better not vanish again.

Because silence is agreement.

Absence is confession.
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You show up.

Even if the whole damn world says you shouldn’t.

Even if it feels like walking into a buzzsaw.

You write the letter.

You send the birthday gift.

You keep the seat open.

You show up anyway.

Not for court.

Not for approval.

Not for a gold star from the judge or your ex or your counselor.

For them.

So they know —

“My dad didn’t disappear, even when they told him to.”

You will be rejected again.

Mark that down.

You’ll get no response.

You’ll get told to leave them alone.

You’ll get warned, silenced, blocked, blamed.



DadStill - Accountability

Page 30

www.dadstill.com

Good.

It means you’re trying.

It means you’re pressing into a wall.

And walls only fall when you push.

So don’t fold when it hurts.

Don’t rage when it doesn’t go your way.

Don’t give them the meltdown they’re waiting for.

Instead, grind.

Show up quietly.

Consistently.

Without fanfare.

Without anger.

Without entitlement.

You cry again? Cool. Let it fall. But don’t let it stop your motion.

Rejection is not your cue to retreat.

It’s your cue to settle into the long game.

The one where every move you make now builds the story they’ll tell later.
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Not the court.

Not your ex.

Your kid.

Let them say, years from now:

“He was shut out.

He was called names.

He was pushed back over and over.

And he kept coming anyway.”

That’s the man you’re becoming.

And that man?

He doesn’t ask if it’s too late.

He just walks through the fire until something beautiful is waiting on the other side.

Even if that something is just knowing he never gave up.

“They might’ve broken you. But you don’t get to live broken.”

CHAPTER SIX: YOU DON'T GET TO BE THE VICTIM ANYMORE

You’ve been wronged.

You’ve been lied about.

You’ve been stripped of time, rights, connection, dignity.
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You’ve been painted as dangerous.

You’ve been silenced in court.

You’ve been handed supervised visits like a criminal.

You’ve been told your feelings are unstable, your tears are manipulative, your anger is proof you don’t deserve to be

there.

You got screwed.

No question.

No sugarcoating.

What happened to you was not fair.

But now read this slow:

You don’t get to be the victim anymore.

Not because what happened didn’t hurt.

Not because you deserved it.

Not because you should “get over it.”

But because staying in that space — the “look what they did to me” space — will rot your ability to rise.

And they will win.

Again.

Without even showing up.
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See, victimhood is warm.

It’s quiet.

It’s a blanket made out of truth: you got fucked.

But the problem is — that blanket will smother you.

Because while you're down there in the hurt, repeating your story, sharpening the details of how it all went wrong…

Your kid is still out there.

Growing up.

Moving on.

And waiting.

They don’t need a victim.

They need a father.

You want to sit and recount every wrong?

Fine.

Do it once.

Do it loud.

Do it honest.

Then bury it.

Because the longer you hold onto the wound, the more it becomes your identity.

And your identity becomes your excuse.

And your excuse becomes the thing that stands between you and the only thing that actually matters:
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Being there.

Let’s be blunt:

You will never win the courtroom that lives in your head.

The imaginary judge isn’t calling you back.

The best monologue in the world won’t rewrite the transcript.

No timeline, no text receipts, no airtight retelling is going to undo what’s already stamped and filed.

But you can outlive it.

You can outlove it.

You can outlast it.

And that starts when you stop needing everyone to know how unfair it was.

And start proving you’re still standing.

Not because they made it easy.

But because you said:

“This will not be the end of my story.”

You want to keep telling it?
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The version where she lied.

Where the judge didn’t listen.

Where you were ambushed.

Where no one cared.

Then tell it like this:

“They tried to erase me. And I showed up anyway.”

“They told me I was unstable. And I built stability with my own two fucking hands.”

“They left me out. So I carved my way back in.”

“They broke me. But I didn’t stay broken.”

That’s your victim story rewritten as a war cry.

You’re not a cautionary tale.

You’re not a martyr.

You’re a blueprint.

And let’s talk about what happens when you do stay the victim.
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You show up bitter.

You lead with blame.

You poison the moment with resentment.

You give your kid a version of you that’s still bleeding, still talking about what the world did to you instead of what

you’re doing for them.

And it might feel good in the short term —

to be validated,

to be seen,

to feel like someone finally gets how bad it was…

But here’s the truth:

Your kid doesn’t need a wounded warrior.

They need a stable fucking lighthouse.

And lighthouses don’t whine about the waves.

So this chapter is the part where you step out of your own shadow.

Where you drop the banners.

Where you stop reciting the list of offenses and start showing what resilience looks like.
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You got taken out.

But you’re back on your feet.

And every step forward now?

That’s revenge.

That’s repair.

That’s redefinition.

You don’t need a courtroom to clear your name.

You don’t need your ex to admit anything.

You don’t need the apology that never came.

You just need to walk forward.

Eyes open.

Hands steady.

Heart still fucking beating.

Because victimhood?

It ends here.

This chapter is a funeral.

For the part of you that needed someone to save you.

For the story where you’re just the guy they broke.

You’re not just that guy anymore.
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You’re the man who’s still standing.

And the only story that matters now —

is the one your kid gets to see you write.

“You’re not getting rescued. You’re getting rebuilt.”

CHAPTER SEVEN: STOP WAITING FOR A SIGN

You keep waiting.

Waiting for the stars to line up.

Waiting for the right words.

Waiting for them to forgive you.

Waiting for your ex to be less bitter.

Waiting for the court to see the truth.

Waiting for the pain to dull.

Waiting for the right time to try again.

Waiting for some invisible voice to tell you you’re finally ready.

That now it’s okay to move.

That you won’t screw it up again.

That you won’t get laughed at, rejected, ignored, accused, shut down, humiliated.
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So you sit.

You plan.

You pray.

You “work on yourself.”

You draft letters in your head.

You visit their social media and say a sentence in your mind you’ll never say out loud.

You convince yourself that this patience is wisdom.

It’s not.

It’s fear.

Let me be very fucking clear:

There is no sign coming.

There is no moment where this will suddenly make sense.

There is no neon arrow.

No magic text.

No intervention.

No timeline that unlocks the right to be their dad again.

You either decide to move — or you stay trapped in the waiting room of your own life.

And if you’re sitting around hoping for something to give you permission?
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You’ve already lost.

Because real men don’t wait for the pain to leave.

They walk through it.

There’s a brutal lie men like us get sold:

“Wait until you're healed.”

“Wait until you’ve done the work.”

“Wait until it won’t hurt them anymore.”

Sounds noble. Sounds responsible. But it’s a slow death sentence.

Because healing doesn't come before movement.

It comes through it.

You keep thinking:

“Once I get it all together, I’ll reach out.”

“Once I have something to show for myself, I’ll try again.”

“Once the shame is gone, I’ll face them.”
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But that day never comes.

Because the only thing that gets smaller over time —

is your window.

You’re waiting for a sign?

Here’s one:

You woke up this morning.

You remembered their name.

You felt that ache in your chest.

You still think about the smell of their hair.

You still remember the sound of their laugh.

You still wonder if they remember yours.

You’re not waiting for a sign.

You are the sign.

You’re the signal flare.

You’re the unfinished story.

You’re the open tab in their browser they haven’t closed.

You’re the uncomfortable silence when your name gets brought up.

You’re the question they don’t know how to ask out loud.

But only if you move.
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Only if you show up.

Only if you stop staring at the door and walk through the fire instead.

So what now?

Now you build — without a map.

You send the message that might never get answered.

You show up to the game, even if they don’t look at you.

You light the candle for their birthday even if they don’t blow it out.

You keep the seat open at the table they haven’t sat at in years.

You plant flags in their world without asking for praise or proof or peace.

You rebuild without blueprints.

And you do not wait.

Not another fucking day.

You know what waiting does?

It feeds the story you’ve been told about yourself:
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That you’re not safe.

That you’re too late.

That you’ll screw it up again.

That you’re a ghost.

That your love is a liability.

And every time you hesitate, you confirm it.

To them.

To the court.

To yourself.

So here’s the transition:

Stop thinking like a ghost.

Ghosts wait.

Ghosts haunt.

Ghosts linger at the edges.

Ghosts don’t take up space.

Ghosts don’t knock on doors.

Ghosts don’t demand light.

You’re not dead.
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You’re a man who fucked up —

and is still here.

Still standing.

Still breathing.

Still trying.

And that alone?

That’s enough to build from.

You want something better?

Then stop waiting for the storm to pass.

Walk straight into it.

Let it rip you open.

Let it wash off who you used to be.

Let it strip you to your bones so you can rebuild from the marrow out.

Because healing isn’t clean.

It’s violent.

It’s disruptive.

It’s inconvenient.

It doesn’t ask permission.

It kicks the doors off your comfort and says, “Move now. Or rot here.”
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This is the hinge.

From here on, you’re not a man who’s trying to get back what he lost.

You’re a man who’s building something that’s never existed before.

A new version of fatherhood.

One not based on time or titles or legality — but presence, proof, and personal fire.

You move now.

Not because you’re ready.

Not because it’s fair.

Not because someone told you to.

But because something inside you finally screamed loud enough:

“Waiting is killing me.

And I didn’t survive all of this to sit in a fucking holding pattern.”

The next time you think you need a sign?

Look in the mirror.

You’re still here.

You’re still fighting.

You still give a shit.
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That’s the sign.

That’s the signal.

That’s the starting gun.

So go.

Now.

And never, ever sit back down again.

CHAPTER EIGHT: REBUILD IN THE DARK

“Be the slider who doesn’t lie.”

No one's watching.

And for the first time in a long time — that's exactly how you want it.

You're not performing.

You're not explaining.

You're not defending.

You're not looking for claps, credit, or closure.

You’re not chasing a stage.
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You're in the dark.

And you're rebuilding.

Quietly.

Privately.

On your own terms.

Because this time, it’s real.

This isn’t the comeback arc.

This isn’t the slow pan-in montage where you lace your boots, cue the dramatic music, and post a quote on Instagram

about second chances.

This is the real fucking rebuild.

Alone.

Early mornings.

Late nights.

No fanfare.

No validation.

No audience.

Just you and the truth.

And this time — you’re not lying.
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You were a slider before.

Sliding between versions of yourself.

Sliding through excuses, charm, shame, silence, self-destruction, good intentions dressed in bad follow-through.

You slid through court.

You slid through birthdays.

You slid through relationships.

You slid through their lives.

A ghost in motion.

A name that only meant pain.

A promise that always had a clock on it.

But not now.

Now you're still a slider — but you don’t lie anymore.

Not to them.

Not to your ex.

Not to your kids.

Not to your friends.

Not to yourself.
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Because lying isn't always about words.

Lying is showing up with a mask.

Lying is pretending you're ready when you're not.

Lying is “I’m fine.”

Lying is “It’s her fault.”

Lying is “I tried.”

Lying is staying silent when you should’ve said I’m sorry… or I love you… or I wasn’t strong enough to be who you

needed.

But now?

You’re rebuilding without the mask.

No shortcuts.

No spin.

No scripts.

You’re not crafting a version of yourself for someone else to approve.

You’re crafting the real you — in the dark, brick by honest fucking brick.

This rebuild isn’t for Instagram.

It’s not a podcast episode.

It’s not a LinkedIn “growth moment.”



DadStill - Accountability

Page 50

www.dadstill.com

It’s a garage at 2 a.m.

It’s a coffee table full of unpaid bills you’re finally opening.

It’s the fifth letter you’ve written to your kid and the fourth one you haven’t sent yet.

It’s showing up to therapy even when you feel like punching the walls instead of talking.

It’s making your bed because your life’s been chaos for years and you need to control one thing.

It’s discipline without visibility.

It’s accountability with no applause.

And here’s the hardest part:

No one sees it.

No one claps.

No one says, “Wow, look how far he’s come.”

No one tells you you’re doing great.

No one’s watching this part of the movie.

But that’s the point.

Because the man you were before?

He needed people to see it.

He needed proof of progress.

He needed witnesses.

He needed to be congratulated before the work was even done.
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But the man you’re becoming?

He builds whether anyone’s watching or not.

He lays the foundation in silence.

He stacks the habits, the discipline, the repair — in the shadows.

And one day, when the doors swing open again, and they see what you’ve built?

It won’t be a performance.

It’ll be the truth.

You know what’s scarier than rejection?

Being seen when you’ve built nothing real.

So don’t rush to be seen again.

Don’t rush to be heard.

Don’t rush to be forgiven.

Rush to the fucking hammer.

Rush to the routine.

Rush to the boring, brutal, uncredited work that actually matters.

The dark is your forge now.
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You’re not hiding.

You’re hardening.

They said you were unstable?

Let them.

You’re laying stone now.

They said you were dangerous?

Let them.

You’re learning stillness now.

They said you couldn’t be trusted?

Let them.

You’re becoming a man who can trust himself again.

You’re not the victim.

You’re not the villain.

You’re not the hero.

You’re the builder.

And builders don’t wait for praise.
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They just keep swinging.

They keep pouring the foundation.

They keep sanding the edges.

They keep doing the work — in the dark.

Until the version of you that comes out doesn’t need to say a word.

Because when the real you walks out?

The lies die.

The silence breaks.

The gravity returns.

And the world won’t need a sign.

They’ll feel it.

CHAPTER NINE: THE GRAVITY TEST

“The universe will sit you down and humble you to no end. Then give you back everything — times ten — just to show

you how powerful you are.”

You didn’t just fall off.
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You were dismantled.

Piece by piece.

Publicly.

Quietly.

Violently.

Completely.

The world stripped you.

Took your title.

Took your house.

Took your kid’s voice out of your life.

Took your confidence, your certainty, your momentum.

And then?

It sat you down.

Hard.

Like a goddamn wrecking ball.

And said:

“Now we’ll see what’s left.”

That was your gravity test.
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Not when you had the job.

Not when your kid called you “Dad” like it meant everything.

Not when the bills were paid or the court backed you or your friends still stuck around.

No.

The test came in the silence.

When no one believed in you.

When no one reached out.

When no one waited on your return.

The test came when you had nothing left to offer…

except you.

And now, right here — is where you found out:

Gravity doesn’t come from what you have.

Gravity comes from who you are without it.

Let me break something to you:

If you’re still standing after everything that came for you —

you’re not broken.

You’re dangerous.
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You’re the man who didn’t die when they said he would.

You’re the father they didn’t expect to try again.

You’re the presence they thought they erased.

But here’s the twist:

You’re not chasing anymore.

You’re pulling.

Because real gravity doesn’t beg.

It doesn't overexplain.

It doesn’t flood inboxes or plead for attention.

It doesn’t send paragraphs to people who’ve stopped listening.

Real gravity?

It shifts the air when you walk into a room.

It hits before you speak.

It’s felt before it’s seen.

And when you build it — from pain, from silence, from consistency — it starts bending everything around you.

Your kid won’t need to read your texts.

They’ll feel you.
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Before you show up.

Before you’re near.

Before you’re even welcome.

Because your gravity starts whispering to the people who used to forget your name:

“He didn’t disappear.

He just stopped explaining himself.”

This is where the rebuild becomes undeniable.

Not because it’s loud.

But because it’s true.

You’ve been forged.

Tested.

Flattened and re-formed.

Stripped of ego and excuses.

You don’t need applause now.

You carry weight.

You think they don’t notice?
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They do.

Your ex?

She feels it when your name comes up and it doesn’t taste like weakness anymore.

Your kid?

They feel it when your messages come through and they’re not guilt bombs — they’re anchors.

Your world?

It feels it every time you don’t shrink back into old patterns — but stand, steady, silent, unshakable.

This isn’t a comeback.

This is a pullback.

The gravitational pull of a man who finally owns himself.

And here’s the kicker:

The universe didn’t humble you to hurt you.

It tore everything away —

not to punish you,

but to show you what you are without the mask.

And now?
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It’s giving it back.

Not all at once.

Not with ribbon and lights.

But piece by piece.

Earned.

Real.

Rooted.

The child who reaches back.

The friend who sees the change.

The peace that doesn’t vanish when you’re alone.

The clarity in the mirror when no one else is around.

You are gravity now.

You don’t beg for love.

You radiate it.

You don’t defend your value.

You embody it.

You don’t need the world to understand you.

You’ve already passed the test.
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The man who begged is gone.

The man who built in silence is rising.

The man who attracts what he used to chase?

That man is you.

“The difference between being remembered and being respected? Weight.”

CHAPTER TEN: YOUR NAME HAS WEIGHT AGAIN

You used to walk into a room and people stood up.

You know what I’m talking about.

Wedding day.

You were the guy.

The one in the suit who made her cry walking down the aisle.

Your name was spoken with pride that day — not because of who you used to be, but because of who they believed

you were becoming.

And then the birth.

You stood there holding a human you helped create.

You stared into eyes that didn’t even focus yet, and something in you clicked — not perfectly, not permanently, but

fully.

For a moment, you were whole.
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Your name meant something.

“That’s her husband.”

“That’s his dad.”

There was weight behind it — mass, presence, purpose.

People talked about you like a man who could be counted on.

Not perfectly, but fully there.

You were the first call.

The fix-it guy.

The rock.

You had gravity.

Not because you chased it.

Because you earned it.

Then you fell.

Not all at once.

A thousand cracks.

One missed birthday.

One fight you didn’t walk back from.

One bottle too many.

One court date you walked into thinking the truth would be enough.

And your name?
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It got light.

Got empty.

Got turned into something to avoid.

Or worse — something to weaponize.

“He’s unstable.”

“He’s not around.”

“He used to be great, but…”

That “but” stuck to you like tar.

And you started to believe it.

Started living down to it.

Maybe I’m just a fuckup.

Maybe I was only the man for a moment.

Maybe this whole “good dad” thing was a lie I told myself to survive.

And that’s when you disappeared.

Even if you were still posting.

Still texting.

Still breathing.
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You weren’t there.

Not like before.

Not like you were built to be.

But that’s not where it ends.

Because something in you wouldn’t stay dead.

The same voice that made you say “I do” in front of everyone you loved —

The same fire that made you say “I’ve got you” when that baby hit the world —

That shit is still there.

That’s the thing nobody tells you about gravity:

It doesn’t go away.

It just gets buried under everything you stopped fighting for.

You’re back now.

Not loud.

Not flashy.

Not a parade.

But fuck if you’re not here.
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And now?

Your name is starting to mean something again.

Not to the world — not yet.

But to you.

You say your name now and you don’t flinch.

You don’t soften it.

You don’t apologize for it.

You don’t whisper it in court like a man waiting for a sentence.

You say it like a man who came through fire, ash still on his skin, head still high.

You’ve shown up.

Quietly.

Consistently.

Through silence.

Through rejection.

Through nothing back.

Through doors that didn’t open and courts that didn’t care and messages that were never returned.

You showed the fuck up anyway.
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And now your name —

the one they tried to erase —

the one they whispered in shame —

it lands again.

You walk in, and the air changes.

You don’t even need to speak.

They feel it.

Not fear.

Force.

Not dominance.

Density.

Not “he’s back.”

“He never stayed gone.”

And your kid?

They feel it too.

They might not say it.

They might not admit it.

They might not know how to hold it yet.



DadStill - Accountability

Page 66

www.dadstill.com

But it’s there.

In the way they pause now before deleting the message.

In the way they keep the card this time.

In the way your name doesn’t sound like a wound anymore — just a door that hasn’t closed.

You don’t have to break it down.

You just have to keep knocking.

With weight.

With presence.

With the kind of steadiness that can’t be denied forever.

You’re not the man they remember.

You’re the man they never thought you’d become.

And here’s the truth:

You don’t get your name back.

You earn it back.

And once you do?

No one can take it again.
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You don’t need to prove anymore.

You don’t need to post anymore.

You don’t need to beg, explain, rehearse, or justify.

You just live.

You just father.

You just breathe like a man who knows what it cost to stand here and what it means to never fall again.

So yeah — your name has weight again.

Because you remember what it was like when it didn’t.

And now you carry it like a weapon made of truth.

It’s not heavy.

It’s holy.

And every time they say it now?

They don’t just hear it.

They feel it.

“You wanted the old me? He’s gone. I buried him. This one doesn’t break.”

CHAPTER ELEVEN: I’M BACK — BUT NOT THE SAME
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This is the part of the movie where the music changes.

The long shots.

The slow burn.

The doors creaking open, not with drama — but with silence so heavy it shakes the floor.

You walk in, but you don’t make a sound.

Because the people who once dismissed you?

They don’t need a speech.

They just need to see your face.

You’re back.

But not the way they expected.

You’re not louder.

You’re not polished.

You’re not doing the whole “look at how much I’ve changed” parade.

You’re still.

But not stagnant.
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Still like a mountain.

Still like something that doesn’t chase storms — it survives them.

Still like a man who doesn't need to prove anything because he already knows who the fuck he is.

They look at you different now.

Same clothes.

Same walk.

Same number in their phone.

But something’s changed.

They can’t name it.

But they can feel it.

And that’s because you’re not returning to who you were.

You’re sitting at the table now —

not with shame,

not with apologies,

but with gravity.

They expect you to explain.

But you don’t.
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You don’t rehash the past.

You don’t beg for understanding.

You don’t apologize a second time for things you’ve already made right with yourself.

You just sit.

With your back straight.

With your presence loud and your mouth quiet.

Because you’re not here to ask for space.

You’re here because you earned it.

This is what they don’t tell you:

The comeback isn’t loud.

It’s not a big speech.

It’s not a courtroom victory or a viral post or your ex saying, “You were right.”

The comeback is a chair pulled out quietly at the table you once walked away from.

It’s your name in their mouth again — this time, said carefully.

It’s your kid looking at you — not like you’re a ghost — but like you’re real again.

You remember what it was like to sit at that table before?
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You were half there.

You were playing a part.

You were still looking around, wondering if someone was going to call you out.

Wondering if you deserved it.

Faking peace.

Managing guilt.

Dodging yourself.

But now?

You sit.

Solid.

Unbothered.

Unshakeable.

You don’t take up more space —

you just carry more weight.

And if they test you?

If they try to poke the old you?

The reactive you?

The explaining you?

The man who turned every conversation into a defense?
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You look them in the eyes and say nothing.

Because there’s nothing left to explain.

The work’s been done.

The silence has been paid for.

The seat is already yours.

You don’t owe anyone a damn thing.

And your kid?

They feel it too.

They may not say it yet.

But they know the difference between a man performing and a man who’s done pretending.

They know this isn’t the same dad who left.

Or ghosted.

Or collapsed.

This one?

He stayed through the fire.

He rebuilt in the dark.

He earned his own forgiveness.

And now he’s here — not asking for anything — just showing up like gravity itself.
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So what happens now?

Now you become the anchor.

Not the lesson.

Not the warning.

Not the former version of anything.

You’re here.

You carry the years you missed like a weight vest —

not as punishment, but as training.

Every missed holiday,

every court date,

every ignored message,

every time your name was spoken like a threat —

you carry it now, folded into your spine.

That’s your armor.

And here’s the wildest part?

They don’t know what to do with this version of you.
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Because you’re no longer desperate.

You’re no longer loud.

You’re no longer defending your right to exist.

You just do.

You show up.

You stay calm.

You listen more than you speak.

You hold the room without raising your voice.

You’re not the comeback story.

You’re the presence they can’t deny.

Let them talk.

Let them question.

Let them say, “He’s different now…”

You are.

You’re back —

but not for approval.

Not for attention.

Not to fix anyone’s narrative.
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You’re back because you were never done.

And now?

You take your seat.

Not with fanfare —

but with fire under your skin

and a calm no one can shake.

CHAPTER TWELVE: THE LETTER YOU’LL NEVER SEND

“Because it was always to yourself.”

You kept thinking you were writing it for them.

For your kid.

For your ex.

For the court.

For the people who stopped believing in you.

For the ghosts who only remembered the worst version of you.

You sat there, pen in hand, or fingers hovering over keys, trying to get the words right.

Trying to explain.

Trying to confess.

Trying to make it land.
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But here’s the truth:

You were never writing to them.

You were writing to the man who didn’t think he’d survive.

This letter isn’t meant to be read by anyone else.

Because if they did?

They wouldn’t get it.

They weren’t in the room when you punched the wall and fell to your knees.

They didn’t see you cry in the car parked two blocks from her house, just to get close to something that used to feel

like home.

They weren’t there when your kid’s voicemail picked up and you hung up before the beep because you didn’t know

what to say that wouldn’t sound like guilt.

They didn’t see the war you fought — with yourself.

This letter is for him.

To the man who fell apart in silence…

I know what you went through.



DadStill - Accountability

Page 77

www.dadstill.com

I know what it felt like to sit in that courtroom while they read out your worst moments like bullet points.

I know what it cost you to look calm while everything inside you was on fire.

I know how heavy your name felt when no one said it with warmth anymore.

I know what it was like to scream into a system that never gave a fuck.

And still…

You got up.

Every. Single. Time.

Even when no one noticed.

Even when no one clapped.

Even when no one said, “You’re doing better.”

You still got up.

That’s what this letter is about.

It’s not forgiveness you needed —

it was witness.

You needed someone to see you trying.

You needed someone to say, “That’s enough for today.”

You needed someone to say, “You're not crazy for feeling this much.”
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So I’m saying it now —

for you, to you.

I’m proud of you.

Not because you turned everything around in one day.

But because you stopped waiting for permission to try.

I’m proud of the days you did the smallest thing and let it count.

The days you didn’t send the angry text.

The days you reached out anyway.

The days you stayed sober.

The days you stood still instead of running.

No one gave you a medal.

But I saw it.

And I see you now.

You are not weak.

You were wounded.
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And you didn’t leave it there.

You picked it up.

You carried it.

You studied it.

You built something out of it.

That pain?

You didn’t numb it.

You didn’t hand it to someone else to hold.

You let it teach you.

And it did.

This letter is not for redemption.

It’s not for closure.

It’s not a gift.

It’s a mirror.

So you can finally see what the world never stopped trying to blind you from:

You made it through.
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And you became the man that version of you —

the wrecked, hollow, angry, ashamed, grieving version —

desperately needed.

You became him.

And you don’t need anyone to validate that.

Because this letter?

It’s never getting mailed.

It’s not going in a book.

It’s not ending up in court records or kid’s hands or apology chains.

It stays with you.

Because you earned it.

Because you lived it.

Because you never stopped writing it,

even when you didn’t think you were going to finish the story.

“No rescue. No return. Just presence.”

You’ve run enough.
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Chased enough.

Explained enough.

Waited enough.

Folded enough.

Begged enough.

Collapsed enough.

Now?

You stand.

No music.

No parade.

No campaign to win them back.

Just you.

Still.

Unshaking.

Undeniably here.

You don’t need to knock on doors anymore.

If they open, they open.

If they don’t, you’re still there.

Not waiting — rooted.
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There’s a difference.

Waiting is hoping.

Rooted is knowing.

Waiting is fragile.

Rooted is solid.

You’ve already sent the letter.

You’ve already rebuilt the foundation.

You’ve already walked through the shame, the silence, the self-doubt, the courtroom, the hell of being labeled

something you knew you were not.

You’ve screamed.

You’ve cried.

You’ve rebuilt.

And now?

You just stand.

You want your kid to find you?

Then don’t chase them.

Become the lighthouse.
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Quiet.

Steady.

Unmoving.

Let them find you doing the work.

Let them find you living — not waiting.

Let them find you present, not desperate.

Let them find you strong — not for them, but for you.

Because that’s how they’ll know you’re real now.

Because that’s how they’ll know it’s safe.

Because that’s how they’ll know you meant it.

You don’t need to be loud.

Your consistency is the message now.

Your peace is the story now.

Your posture is the proof.

Not the apology.

Not the plans.

Not the promises.

Just the man.



DadStill - Accountability

Page 84

www.dadstill.com

Standing.

You don’t have to rewrite the past anymore.

It happened.

You lived it.

You faced it.

You rose from it.

You don’t have to explain the rebuild.

You built it.

And now it stands with you.

The people who counted you out?

They can watch.

Or not.

You don’t perform for ghosts.

Your kid?

If they come back — they’ll find you here.

If they never do — they’ll still feel that you never left again.

Because you’re not chasing time anymore.

You’re not running from your absence.
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You’re just showing up, now —

in the way you always meant to.

Let the final chapter not be the loudest.

Let it be the strongest.

Let it not be fireworks —

but a heartbeat they can find again.

Let it be you.

No armor.

No act.

No comeback speech.

Just standing.

Right where they’ll need you.

End.



New project
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answers, it’s a call to show up, embrace the struggle, and earn back
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